6. TRIPLE INCARNATION
The next evening, the Swamiji began to talk to Prashant about the
Sai Baba Avatar. "Long ago", said he, "in the year 1858, a young
Fakir suddenly came to Shirdi (in Maharashtra) along with a wedding
procession. No one knew who he was or his parentage. They did not
even know if he was Hindu or Muslim. The Fakir first attracted attention
when he mysteriously traced the missing horse of a muslim named
Abdullah. Abdullah looked into the Fakir '$ eyes, saw flames of light
dancing within them and sat entranced. He saw that a beautiful glow
had suffused the Fakir's face. Moreover, the Fakir seemed to know
Abdullah's name and all about him. Abdullah was convinced that he
was in the presence of a truly Divine Person.
Slowly, the Fakir's magnetic personality, strange mannerisms and
miraculous powers began to attract many followers. Many a sick person
was cured by him - a blind man regained his lost sight, a leper was rid of
the dreaded disease, and many a cripple was able to walk again. Apart
from that, people flocked to hear the Fakir's teachings. The holy man
used to behave in a very strange manner. He would go into a temple
and start reciting the Koran, march into a mosque and chant Vedic
hymns. Under His influence, however, Hindus and Muslims became
united. His followers were thus a mixed congregation.
The Fakir declared Himself to be Sai Baba and told one of His
devotees that eight years after leaving His earthly body, He would return
again. In 1918, Sai Baba of Shirdi attained Mahasamadhl
Eight years later, in 1926, Easwaramma of Puttaparthi, Andhra
Pradesh, gave birth to a son, Sathya Narayana Raju. Strange phenomena
accompanied the birth of the babe. Musical instruments twanged by
themselves, the tabla played by itself and all onlookers were filled with
a strange wonder. When the baby was a few days old, a cobra was
found at the head of His bed, with its hood spread out, but not harming
the child.
From a tender age, Sathya proved to be an uncommon child. He
became the favourite of family and friends- At school, He would dip
His fingers into an empty bag and pull out sweets, pencils, rubbers, and
flowers which He would present to His friends in great glee, much to
their delight. When He was eight years old, He formed a Bhajan group
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